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Thank You, Lord Je sus for be ing here and giv ing us the abil ity to bask in
Your Pres ence. It is a won der ful thing to wor ship the Lord to gether with
our fel low broth ers and sis ters in Christ, awe some. There is noth ing like

smiles from the joy of the Lord. More than just com ing from in side of your self,
you can see it in those around you. When you see it in oth ers, God is re in forc ing
what He is do ing in our hearts. 

The scrip ture I want to lead off with to day has noth ing to do with what I
am go ing to be teach ing . . . I just love this verse from Rev e la tion chap ter 21.

4 And God will wipe away ev ery tear from their eyes; there shall be no
more death, nor sor row, nor cry ing. There shall be no more pain, for the
for mer things have passed away.”
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Be hold, I make all things
new.” . . .

Is n’t that good? That is go ing to hap pen. That’s the pro vi sion God has for
us. It is wait ing for us. In fact . . .

. . .  6 I will give of the foun tain of the wa ter of life freely to him who thirsts.

I’d like to teach to day on Luke chap ter sev en teen. It is the time when Je -
sus was mostly with His dis ci ples only. Luke shows us a dif fer ent slant on this
than Matthew or John. He does n’t em bel lish, he just re cords. These are re ally
dif fi cult teach ings in the con text of the He brew cul ture and who the disciples
were. Re mem ber the dis ci ples at this point were not filled with the Holy Spirit.
They were called by the Lord to be that Ap os tolic com pany, but for the most part 
they did n’t al ways know what was go ing on. They loved the Lord but maybe
they did n’t even un der stand why! They did n’t get it to gether some times, but
they still loved Him. More im por tantly, the Lord loved them.

In that con text, I can read the fol low ing scrip tures be cause with out the
knowl edge that Je sus re ally loves us, we could be turned off. We could say,
“Who is this guy and what is He teach ing?” So con sider this teach ing in the He -
brew con text. These are young Jew ish boys and women. Re mem ber that the He -
brew cul ture ed u cated their chil dren. They were re quired to read the To rah.
They were re quired to know scrip ture even if they were fish er men; they were re -
quired to learn and go through at least what we would call El e men tary School -
ing in to day’s cul ture. It was prob a bly one of the only cul tures to have that
re quire ment. Most other cul tures did n’t care what their chil dren did or did n’t do
un less they were roy alty. The Royal’s chil dren were set aside and coached and is 
still true to day. For in stance, ask Queen Eliz a beth. She had to be coached. She
did n’t go to a pub lic school like we in Amer ica did. We are re ally for tu nate that
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ev ery one here can read the scrip ture. Ev ery body here can un der stand; we have
been taught how to rea son. 

The first thing that Luke talks about is “stum bling blocks,” things that get 
in the way. When I first came to the Lord, there were things that got in the way. I
was brought up like ev ery body else in pub lic schools and I did n’t re ally go too
much for “mir a cles.” I did n’t un der stand what they were. I never saw one. Even
if I did, I would n’t have recognized that it was one. When I watched Oral Rob -
erts on TV, I thought it was “ho-hum.” Can you imag ine a teen age boy do ing
that? I did n’t get it. It seemed like a lot of stuff go ing on but I did n’t un der stand
any of it. 

There fore when I came to the Lord, there were a lot of things most peo ple
ex pected me to be lieve and un der stand. But I did n’t. I did n’t un der stand and I
did n’t be lieve. It does n’t come all-at-once for ev ery body. You see, I had to be
taught about wa ter bap tism. I had to be taught about be ing filled with the Holy
Spirit. I had to be taught about walk ing-with-the-Lord. So here we see in chap -
ter sev en teen, Je sus was talk ing to His dis ci ples and those who were fol low ing
Him. They are just fol low ing this guy and there is no body else talk ing about the
things like He is. 

Je sus Warns of Of fenses

He says to His dis ci ples.

Luke 17:1 It is im pos si ble that no of fenses (stum bling blocks) should
come, . . .

We might say that to the Left Wing to day. By the way, “You are go ing to
be of fended. It is im pos si ble for you not to be!”

. . . but woe to him through whom they do come! 2 It would be better to
have a mill stone hung around his neck, and be thrown into the sea, than
that he should of fend one of these lit tle (frag ile) ones.

It does n’t even men tion in this text if there were chil dren around Je sus or
not. But grown ups are also frag ile! Some times I my self am more frag ile than I
want to think about. I’m se ri ous. If I had said that to my mother about my older
brother John, for an ex am ple, she would say, “That’s it. You are be ing pun ished.
You will not even think about a mill stone hung around some body’s neck and
throw ing them into the sea. That’s just plain wrong.” That is ho mi cide.

These are dif fi cult teach ings com ing from our Lord. His dis ci ples just
wrote it down. Luke made sure that this was in cluded in his transcription, writ -
ten down even if he did n’t un der stand. How could they un der stand this teach -
ing? Okay stum bling blocks are go ing to come and you’d better not be the one
they are com ing from. But how can it be avoided? When we teach the gos pel it is 
go ing to cause some body to stum ble. This is a dif fi cult teach ing. Don’t you
agree? You see in the nat u ral, peo ple may just put this off. But in the con text of
Je sus’ LOVE for us, we have to stop and think, “Well there must be some thing
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there or Je sus would n’t have told us this. There must be some thing that I need in
this scrip ture.” And there is some thing there for us! We should be very cau tious
not to make stum bling blocks when we don’t need to. They are go ing to come.
Peo ple will be of fended. Peo ple are some times of fended by what I might be
saying, even when it’s not the in ten tion of my heart.

For giv ing the Sin ner

The next teach ing is even more dif fi cult for them to un der stand.
3 Take heed to your selves. If your brother sins against you, re buke hin;
and if he re pents, for give him.

That’s a lot eas ier to say but a lot harder to do. 

If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day re -
turns to you, say ing, “I re pent,” you shall for give him.

And by the way, it does n’t say here that the per son has to ac tu ally ask for
for give ness but if he just says, “I’m sorry.” I don’t know how many peo ple have 
ever come to me and said, “You need to apol o gize and ask for my for give ness.”
That’s not scrip tural. That’s al most like “and eye for and eye and a tooth for a
tooth.” You need to PAY for this. How ever when a per son truly re pents, their
for give ness co mes from God. God is the one who ac tu ally for gives not you. 

Here is the stum bling block for the dis ci ples. Are you kid ding? It’s an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. If some body mur ders a mem ber of my fam ily I
am go ing to make sure he pays for that. If some body of fended me and then re -
pents I am only go ing to take it three of four times and then, that’s it. If my wife,
my newly wed ded wife turns on me and is un faith ful, what ever might hap pen
mak ing things very un pleas ant, I’m fil ing for a di vorce. Over fifty per cent of
Amer i cans file for a di vorce. And even a larger per cent age among Chris tians! 

That’s a hard teach ing. Who would want that teach ing?! Not too many.

Faith to For give
5 And the apos tles said to the Lord, 

If we are go ing to have to for give like that and not have stum bling blocks, 
etc. You need to do some thing for us. Let’s make a deal. In the nat u ral, we come
to God and tell him we will be so faith ful in prayer from now on, I’ll come to
Church. I’ll love more. I’ll do any thing. They said:

“In crease our faith.”

Let’s not for get, we can not do any of those things with out the Holy Spirit. 
This does not come from the Church of the Holy Sep ul cher where Je sus sup pos -
edly rose to Heaven. It came from Pen te cost, the out pour ing of God. So they
say, “Well that’s it. If we are go ing to fol low You, Lord, You are go ing to have to
do some thing for us. In crease our faith.” But then Je sus says some thing that’s
very in ter est ing, a lit tle dif fer ent than what you might have heard be fore. 
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6 So the Lord said, “If you have faith as a mus tard seed, you can say to
this mul berry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea’
and it would obey you.”

First of all, who would even want to do that?! Who cares about mul berry
trees any way? Why would a plant be put into the sea? That does n’t make any
sense. That’s a dif fi cult teach ing. You might say, “Lord, ex cuse me. No. I’m not
getting this.” But Je sus says it will obey you. The in ter est ing thing Luke was
get ting at while he was writ ing this down, the mus tard seed takes time to grow. It 
takes time for it to grow into a full plant. There is a time se quence, a time vari -
able that you need in your own life. It is an an swer to the re quest to “in crease
our faith.” How does that hap pen? In stantly? No. It takes time.

That is why the older saints are so pre cious in the eyes of God. You are
not dis carded here. I don’t know any body here to day that is youn ger than 29;
look around. On a side track here, last Sunday I was teach ing at the Air Base and
I looked out onto the peo ple as sem bled there, about 25-30 peo ple, and none of
them looked to be older than 29 and they were all on-fire for God! Just like you
are. Is n’t that good? They too need to in crease their faith. You don’t even have to 
ask God for that; He will do it. To be con formed into His im age means that you
are go ing to have His eyes to see, not your own, but His own. That is why this
teach ing of the Lord’s is so im por tant. You are go ing to see things through the
Lord’s eyes and the Lord is not so apol o getic mean ing, “I’m sorry I have to say
this.” But He co mes right out and says it. He does n’t couch it in terms like, “My
poor chil dren; I’m sorry this is go ing to hurt you. Don’t do this. Do this, like it or 
not.” You might be old enough to take it but it is go ing to be a hard teach ing for
you. 

Duty and Obe di ence is Enough

No tice the Lord keeps go ing, not hes i tat ing in be tween teach ings and say -
ing the Lord still loves them. If I were to coun cil Apos tle Luke at the el der’s
meet ing, I’d take him aside and say, “You need to lis ten to me. Soften your ap -
proach.” Ha. God does n’t al ways soften His ap proach. The next is re ally hard.

7 And which of you, hav ing a ser vant plow ing or tend ing sheep, will say to 
him when He has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and sit down to
eat’? 8 But will he not rather say to him, ‘Pre pare some thing for my sup -
per, and gird your self and serve me till I have eaten and drunk, and af ter -
ward you will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank that ser vant be cause he did 
the things that were com manded him? I think not. 

Well that’s a dif fi cult teach ing in to day’s Chris tian world. Is God al ways
so blessed when we bless Him?  Maybe NOT1

 10 So like wise you, when you have done all those things which you are
com manded, say, ‘We are un prof it able ser vants. We have done what was 
our duty to do.’
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He does n’t add or sub tract from that teach ing. Whoa. Do you like that
one? Go out and DO it. You may get a bless ing or not. I like to be thanked. I like
to get a re ward. Our cul ture is based on a kin der gar ten grad u a tion, cap and gown 
some times. “Wow. I never got that. Did you?” When I got my mas ter’s de gree I
did n’t even go to the ser vice. Just give me the piece of pa per; that’s it. 

Ten Lep ers Cleansed

This is the next one for these Jew ish boys to un der stand. He be gins to talk 
about the ten lep ers who were cleansed. And again they thought, “What are You
teach ing?!”

11 Now it hap pened as He went to Je ru sa lem . . .

So this is an ac tual hap pen ing, not just a par a ble.

. . . that He passed through the midst of Sa maria and Gal i lee. 12 Then as
He en tered a cer tain vil lage, there were ten men who were lep ers, who
stood afar off. 

Now that was not un usual. Lep ers usu ally hung out to gether to help each
other since no body else would as so ci ate with lep ers. It was like if you got Covid
right now, you would be put into iso la tion. 

13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Je sus, Mas ter, have mercy on
us!” 14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show your selves to
the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.

It does n’t re ally make a dis tinc tion of what is go ing on but we get the idea
that they were all cleansed from Lep rosy. They were all healed. Well there was
one who was dif fer ent. And this would have been of fen sive to a He brew. 

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, re turned, and with a
loud voice glo ri fied God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giv ing
Him thanks. And he was a Sa mar i tan.

So one of the ten, not a He brew boy, was cleansed and came back to Je -
sus. Je sus made note of that.

17 So Je sus an swered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where
are the nine? 18 Were there not any found who re turned to give glory to
God ex cept this for eigner?” 19And He said to him (the Sa mar i tan),
“Arise go your way. Your faith has made you well.” 

Well he was al ready well! What is Je sus re ally say ing? The Sa mar i tan
was not a He brew and at this time in our Lord’s min is try He had n’t as yet gone
out to the Gen tiles or the Sa mar i tans for that mat ter. He will later on but not as
yet. What He was say ing was that this man was healed of ALL the things that
needed heal ing in his heart and life, not just the lep rosy. 

That is what made this man dif fer ent. When one comes to the Lord and
then comes back and gives glory to God, then they are truly healed. The
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Samaritan was go ing to be dif fer ent from the other nine. I’m go ing to be look ing 
for that in the next heal ing we have here and say, “Which one is the one who is
go ing to give glory to God?” 

The Com ing of the King dom

Now as I said in the be gin ning, peo ple are al ways look ing for where
things are go ing to hap pen. 

20 Now when He was asked by the Phar i sees when the King dom of God
would come, He an swered them and said, “The King dom of God does not 
come with ob ser va tion; . . .

That’s odd. It seems like I un der stood the King dom of God by see ing
what was go ing on around me. But rather, it will be re vealed to you in the Spirit
not in the nat u ral. Af ter it is re vealed to you in the Spirit then you can rec og nize
it in nat u ral ways.

21 . . . nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For in deed, the King -
dom of God is within you.”

Wait a sec ond. What kind of teach ing was that? Are you kid ding me?
These guys were not about to be filled with the Spirit as yet. So how could they
un der stand all of this? These are dif fi cult teach ings. Yet they did not desert the
Lord, that they did not fall away, ex cept for Ju das later on.

Judg ment

The most dif fi cult teach ing, one that most New Tes ta ment preach ers will
avoid is in the next few verses. But Je sus I find is never afraid to talk about judg -
ment. I am since I don’t fully un der stand it. I know it will hap pen but I al ways
want to make sure when I am preach ing to those who are frag ile that they don’t
mis con strue what is go ing on. How ever the Lord just brings it right out there
with out any apol o gies or “sorry I have to say this. I wish it were n’t true.” There
are other scrip tures when the Lord does say that but not here. It is n’t some thing I 
want to teach but Je sus did. He had just taught them a lot of things they would
have to un der stand later on.

22 Then He said to the dis ci ples, “The days will come when you will de sire 
to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 

Great. That’s not great en cour age ment. “Are you kid ding; then why are
we fol low ing You?” 

23 And they will say to you, ‘Look here!’ or ‘Look there!’ Do not go af ter
them or fol low them.”

So, you are go ing to WANT to be with the Lord. You are go ing to be look -
ing for the re turn of the Lord. It is not talk ing about the Sec ond Com ing, some -
thing Mar tha knew all about as you read that part in Luke. Mar tha knew very
much when He said, “Do you be lieve that Laz a rus will rise from the Dead?”
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Mar tha said, “Yes I know.” He said there would be a Sec ond Com ing and a Res -
ur rec tion of the Dead. He has taught this be fore. But then Je sus said to them
some thing that is re ally strange.

24 For as the light ning that flashes out of one part un der heaven shines to
the other part un der heaven, so also the Son of Man will be in His day.

Now we just found out through sat el lite ob ser va tion that when light en ing
strikes in the mid dle of a storm, it does not just strike in the storm but it also fol -
lows the whole con ti nent! For ex am ple the light en ing goes right up the East
coast in se quence. Je sus knows. He is the Cre ator. He did that. It will be just like
that. You won’t be able to un der stand it. It will be ev ery where at once.

25 But first He must suf fer many things and be re jected by this gen er a tion.

That must have been sad for Him.
26 And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son 
of Man:

He al ways goes back to the Old Tes ta ment. (I al ways get a lit tle afraid
when I talk about Old Tes ta ment judg ment but Je sus is not afraid.) Get this: the
peo ple con tin ued just like noth ing was go ing to hap pen. 

27 They ate, they drank, they mar ried wives, they were given in mar riage,
un til the day that Noah en tered the ark, and the flood came and de stroyed 
them all.

Whoa. It will be like that! Now we are awake! I better pay at ten tion to this 
teach ing. They ate and they drank; ev ery thing was go ing just like nor mal. 

28 Like wise as it was also in the days of Lot; They ate, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted, they built; . . .

So things were go ing on just like nor mal, like noth ing is go ing to hap pen.
I’ll still in vest in my 401K. No prob lem. I’ll still put an ad di tion on my house
and still mow my lawn. No prob lem. While even though it is nat u ral to do all
those things, there is an idea that He is plant ing in your heart, that there should
be some thing that supercedes all of those things that we do. We need to be
OBEDIENT to our Lord Je sus Christ in the lit tle things that He asks us to do,
like to speak to one who is frag ile, to bring them into the King dom of God, like
lov ing those who are un lovely. Our past el der Dale Rum ble used to say, “Bring
in all the bro ken wood, splin ters and bent nails.” And the Lord is still do ing that
to day. Don’t be afraid of them. 

I’ve said this be fore but when I first vis ited a psy chi at ric hos pi tal, and I
was in charge of merg ing them into the reg u lar hos pi tal sit u a tions, I was afraid
of the psy chi at ric pa tients! Es pe cially when you go into the “locked-wards.”
They lock them down. I found out quickly the nurses that were there did n’t
know each other even though they worked in the same hos pi tal since they were
in a locked-ward. They went from the park ing lot to their locked-ward day af ter
day. Ev ery once in a while they would let some of these guys out onto the lawn
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in the FDRVA hos pi tal in Peekskill. They had a large pa rade area in the mid dle
of the hos pi tal, a beau ti ful build ing by the way. You should go visit it. 

How ever I was lit er ally afraid of peo ple who were men tally in sane. Later
on though I found them to be quite friendly. There was this one guy who was
con stantly go ing out onto the pa rade field and would “lose” his clothes some -
where. I said to him, “Joe, you are go ing to get cold out here. Go back to your
ward. It’s right over there. I’ll take you.” But I was n’t afraid of him any more.
Some of them would act out and some not. They would very rarely act out on
them selves. I re mem ber be ing in a meet ing when all the phy si cians were dis -
cuss ing all the things that were hap pen ing in NYC, like some one tak ing the head 
of some body else and kill ing them. The first thing they’d ask at these Ground
Round meet ings, “Was it one of our pa tients?” Whoa. What sad ness would fill
my heart. 

The people I was afraid of I could now reach out to. So can you. So can
we. We are not all that frail. We are not ready to be ad mit ted to a men tal hos pi tal
but we all have our frail ties. Yes.

29 . . . but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brim -
stone from heaven and de stroyed them all. 30 Even so will it be in the day
when the Son of Man is re vealed.

To make mat ters worse, you are not go ing to know ev ery thing that’s go -
ing on. . . 

31 In that day, he who is on the house top, and his goods are in the house,
let him not come down to take them away. . . .

If your lap top is down there, leave it. Cell phone? Don’t worry about it. 

. . . And like wise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back.

I used to get re ally up set when my wife, Cheryl, would say, “It’s din ner
time,” right when I was in the mid dle of a pro ject! Well too bad.

32 Re mem ber Lot’s wife. (she turned around and turned into a pil lar of
salt) 33 Who ever seeks to save his life will lose it, and who ever loses his
life will pre serve it.

So, there is never go ing to be a time when we should or could say, “Ah,
what am I go ing to do? I need my cell phone and I can not go any where with out
my com puter.” Maybe we should fast for a while from those things. Who ever
loses his life will pre serve it. So you could lose your life in Christ and find it. He
will never take it away from you be cause He cre ated you. The scrip ture says,
“Even be fore you were in your mother’s womb He knew you.” Wow.

34 I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be
taken and the other left. 

Talk ing about the Res ur rec tion and As cen sion.
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35 Two women will be grind ing to gether: the one will be taken and the
other left. 36 Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the
other left.

Summary

Is this a hard teach ing or what?! Which one will I be? Then He asked
them a crazy ques tion af ter that teach ing of judg ment and the rap ture, how ever
you want to in ter pret it.

37 And they an swered and said to Him, “Where, Lord? (Can we be
safe?)”

Were n’t they lis ten ing. Don’t look here. Don’t look there. That was the
wrong ques tion. They were like so con fused, “Where? What? How? What are
You talk ing about?” Pri mar ily they wanted to be in a safe place. Don’t we. We
want to be with the Lord. That is the safe place, but where is it? Where can we be 
safe to day?

Safe Place, a Place of Hope, a Place of Peace,
a Safe Har bor

A safe place is a place of hope. A safe place is a place of peace like we
were sing ing in our songs this morn ing. A safe place is a safe har bor, a place
where a boat won’t get wrecked in the storm. We can ride it out. That means
things are go ing to get bad ahead of us. 

I was read ing this morn ing where one of our gen er als was ad dress ing
West Point Ca dets and said, “There is a good chance that there will be World
War III.” A good chance for a world war. . . at least war in most of the world,
how ever you want to say it. There are war ring spir its out there. Don’t you feel
it? Where are there not war ring spir its? In the com pany of God, in His peace; it
is a safe har bor. Then Je sus says this, the most im por tant verse in this chap ter.

Where the body is . . . 

Where is the body? The real Church, the King dom of God, where the
peo ple of God meet to gether? The Body of Christ will be known by her name.

. . . where the body is, the ea gles will be gath ered to gether. 

Ea gles is a great ref er ence.

Isa iah 40 31But they that wait upon the Lord shall re new their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as ea gles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 

They are not go ing to be cow er ing, wait ing for the storm to be over. There 
is go ing to be a whole new thing hap pen ing in your bones. They shall run and
they won’t be tired. They shall walk not car ing how far and they are not go ing to
faint. Is n’t that great? They will re new their strength as the ea gles.
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Luke 19 10:for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was
lost.”

Now Je sus is an ac tive par tic i pant in what is go ing on in the Church. He is
also an ac tive par tic i pant in what is go ing on in civ i li za tion. He is seek ing whom
He can save. He is n’t just gath er ing the “fish” out of the ocean and sep a rat ing
them out. He is see ing which ones He can save! Who will re spond to Him?! Who
will love Him? Who will al low Him to love them?

Some peo ple might say, “I don’t need love. I just need sci ence. I don’t need 
God. I just need sci ence and I will just do what I see is right in my own eyes, my
own judg ment.” Well you are go ing to be out side of a safe place when you do
that. Where the ea gles gather to gether is where you want to be. That’s the an swer
that Je sus was say ing to them. Do you want to know how, why, what and when?
It is here in the Body of Christ! 

It is a won der ful place to be, a good place. So has there been fear in your
heart these days and in this hour? When you watch the news per haps not all the
time but even glimps ing it one can get very ag i tated. “Good grief. What is go ing
on in this world?! How can those peo ple be think ing that?” Can we just turn
back the hands of time to 1957-58. 

I re mem ber that time frame well, very well. I did n’t think there was ever
go ing to be an other World War even though we were taught to hide un der our
school desks when ever we heard the bomb shel ter si rens go off. We prac ticed do -
ing that think ing that some how that would even stop the gamma ra di a tion! Not
hap pen ing! For some rea son I did n’t have any fear. Maybe I should have, but I
did n’t. 

Nei ther should we be afraid to day. God wants to erase that fear from us.
Now we are afraid of the next vi rus that may come along . . . Don’t be afraid of it!
I’ve taken all the vac cines that I pos si bly could take. How ever when I took the
last booster for Covid, I came down with Guillain-Barre Syn drome. I was in the
hos pi tal for five days! I was n’t mo ti vated by fear but around the sec ond day I was 
in the hos pi tal, I re al ized this was re ally bad news. They were afraid I would n’t
be able to breathe and then I’d be put onto a ven ti la tor, since I could n’t catch my
breath. I thought, “How long is this go ing to take?” Af ter five days in the hos pi -
tal I might have to have more in fu sions later on! “How long is this thing go ing to
last?” Well, maybe even a year! 

How ever I am not afraid of it. Not afraid be cause I stand in your midst, in
the midst of the Body of Christ. I stand un der the cov er ing and the blood of our
Lord Je sus Christ. I re fuse to be afraid of a vi rus. I re fuse to be afraid of it! Yeah. I 
re fuse for those of us who will be liv ing in the last days:

Rev e la tions 12 11 And they over came him by the blood of the Lamb and by
the word of their tes ti mony, and they did not love their lives to the death.

There us noth ing that we have to be afraid of. And so, I am cau tious be -
cause of the first scrip ture I read, not to make stum bling blocks that don’t need to
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be there. But we do need to hear about the judg ment of our Lord. There is a
world out there that will be judged. There are peo ple that are align ing them -
selves on ei ther side of that judg ment line. We need to pray for them as we do on
Fri day night prayer and praise. There has n’t been one Fri day night where we
have n’t prayed for them. We’ve prayed for our en e mies, prayed for those who
are of fended by the Church, lit er ally of fended by the Church. Can you imag -
ine?! I thought it would just be the Mos lems but it is more; al most any one can
take of fense. 

Well, Fa ther we pray to day that You would go be fore us. Let our righ -
teous ness not be what we see with our own eyes and what we do in the nat u ral.
Rather our righ teous ness would be un der Your au thor ity when You poured out
Your Holy Spirit upon Your dis ci ples and then they laid hands on all that they
could pos si bly bring to You. They still thought it was a “long shot.” Their faith
still needed to be in creased. But to day the Church is ris ing up!

This is a New Page in Heaven. The an gels know it. Be as sured that our
en emy knows it also. There is a New Page open ing in Heaven! The Church to
come into the prom ises given to it. That we would DO greater works than even
our Lord Je sus did when He was on earth since He has now gone to be seated
with our Fa ther. The dis ci ples would raise those from death. They would bring
things to pass that were and are im pos si ble. Even as they prayed or per haps
none prayed for the Apos tle Paul, we can pray for those who are cyn i cal and the
chief sin ner and they are able to come to the Lord. So we pray that even now,
this morn ing.

We pray for the Nancy Pelosi’s that are out there. We pray for them that
some how You would cause dreams in their sleep to tor ture them un til they say,
“What am I do ing?!” And they would un der stand they are do ing some thing to -
tally and com pletely ad verse to the idea of Life that You have cre ated here on
earth. Life is to be a bless ing not a curse. So, Fa ther, we ask that you would give
and make us a bless ing to this earth in this hour, in Je sus’ name. Amen.
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